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We acknowledge that today we 
meet on many Aboriginal lands. 

We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the lands and we 
show our respect for elders past, 
present and emerging through 
thoughtful and collaborative 
approaches to our work. 
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The NSW energy system is transforming
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Pumped hydro 
takes about 8 years 

to commission

Renewable energy 
zones take up to 10 
years to commission

Source: NSW Electricity Infrastructure Roadmap, November 2020



Getting the policy settings right
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Electricity 
Infrastructure 
Roadmap

The Roadmap coordinates investment in 
network, generation, storage and firming 
infrastructure to replace ageing power 
stations as they retire. The Roadmap 
includes actions that will work together to 
deliver ‘Whole-of system’ benefits:

• Renewable energy zones
• Transmission development scheme
• Electricity infrastructure investment 

safeguard
• Pumped hydro recoverable grants
• Internationally competitive industries
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Roadmap entities

Newly established and existing entities 
are working in an interdependent way 
to develop enabling infrastructure and 
progress operations.
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Budget positions 
Roadmap to 
achieve 
milestones 

Focused on:
• Ensuring network upgrades in the Central-

West Orana Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) 
and other REZs are shovel-ready

• Funding the set-up of the Roadmap 
including the Consumer Trustee, Financial 
Trustee, Infrastructure Planner and 
Regulator to protect consumers and drive 
competition

• Builds on more than $110 million of existing 
funding commitments, including $40 million 
for the Central West-Orana REZ and $79 
million for the New England REZ. 

$380 million invested as part of the 2021-22 NSW Budget. 
Funding provided over the next four years.

7



Finalising 
enabling 
framework and 
progressing 
operations

Rapid progress is being made towards 
key milestones associated with first 
tender release in early 2022 and 
Central-West Orana REZ ‘shovel ready’ 
by late 2022.

• Tranche three issues and options finalised (key 
stakeholders, working groups, industry and public 
engaged as part of this process)

• Appointment of the Regulator
• Appointment of the Consumer Trustee 
• Appointment of the Infrastructure Planner

• Publishing of the Infrastructure Investment Objectives 
(IIO) Report

• Release of competitive tender guidelines 

• Access scheme declaration

• Commencement of First Round Tender

• Central-West Orana REZ Declaration 

• Authorisation of Central-West Orana REZ network 
infrastructure

• Progressing early planning and design for other REZs

• New England REZ Registration of Interest

Stakeholder 
& community 
engagement 

underpins 
Roadmap 
delivery
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Renewable Energy Zones (REZs) as modern power stations

Private developers and investors build 
generation, storage and system strength with 
support from:

• REZ access schemes 
• Long-term Energy Service Agreements

Network providers develop network 
infrastructure with support from:

• Transmission Efficiency Test
• Infrastructure Planner

Energy Corporation of NSW coordinates 
REZ delivery and acts as Infrastructure 
Planner for NSW REZs

9



NSW Renewable Energy Zones

Central-West Orana: 3 GW 

South-West

Hunter-Central Coast

Illawarra 

New England: 8 GW 
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Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) 
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EnergyCo will have a regional presence across NSW, starting with a community 
information hub in Dubbo.

• Recommend REZ network solutions to the Consumer Trustee
• Oversee REZ access scheme design and implementation

• Design and implement commercial investment frameworks for common assets

• Coordinate whole-of-REZ engagement and benefit sharing
• Lead strategic land use planning

• Promote local development opportunities, including co-located infrastructure

EnergyCo will be the Infrastructure Planner for the five NSW Renewable Energy 
Zones, working closely with communities, investors and Roadmap entities to 
coordinate $20.7 billion of REZ infrastructure investment. 



Strategic land use planning:
EnergyCo will work to achieve a balance 
between electricity, agriculture, heritage, 
visual amenity, mining and other land uses in 
the REZ.  

Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone

In 2020, the REZ Transmission was declared 
Critical State Significant Infrastructure.
$40 million in initial NSW Government 
funding and $15 million from ARENA/ 
TransGrid.

3 GW to be shovel-ready by December 2022. 
The ROI brought forward 27 GW of interest.

The Central-West Orana REZ is an 
‘Actionable project’ in the 2020 ISP. 
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55 written submissions
18 targeted interviews

~285 webinar participants

Model preferences split between the simplest and 
most complex schemes.

Next steps include detailed implementation design, 
and technical analysis of appropriate generation cap 
and technology mix. 

Central-West Orana REZ Access Scheme Consultation 

REZ Access Scheme model 
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Option 1: Limited Physical Connection

Option 2A and 2B: Financial Compensation



New England has some of the best natural 
energy resources in the country and some of 
the State’s finest potential sites for pumped-
hydro development and strong investor 
interest. 

New England Renewable Energy Zone

Registration of Interest held in June-July 
2021. Responses to will help inform the 
timing, design and location of the REZ. 

8 GW to be built in stages.

$78.9 million of early NSW Government 
funding to support design and development.
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Fostering community support

Regional Reference Groups have been 
established to support the design and 
development of the REZs. 

The Minister is to publish guidelines on 
consultation and negotiation with local 
Aboriginal communities for the purpose of 
increasing employment and income 
opportunities. 

The Renewable Energy Sector Board has 
been established to support local jobs and 
manufacturing opportunities. 

The Electricity Infrastructure Jobs 
Advocate will advise on workforce 
development, employment, education and 
training in the energy sector.
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Current market engagements 

Long-Term Energy Service Agreements are a central element of the Roadmap 
and will offer an option to access price guarantees for eligible generation, long 
duration storage and firming projects. 

The LTESA Design Consultation Paper is open for feedback from 9 August to 10 
September 2021. An online session will be held at 1.00pm on 18 August to discuss 
the LTESA terms and conditions. 

The $50 million Pumped Hydro Recoverable Grants Program aims to establish a 
pipeline of up to 3 gigawatts of ‘shovel ready’ pumped hydro projects that can make 
competitive bids for LTESAs for long duration storage. Applications are open until 3 
September 2021.

Central West Orana REZ Innovative Network infrastructure Solutions - such as 
technology solutions that could optimise the design and performance of the REZ or 
provide additional system strength and reliability to the region. Submissions will close 
on 20 August 2021.
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energy.nsw.gov.au/renewable-energy-zones

Thank you
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